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Armagh
Ready … Set … Go

Dear Students:

Now is the time to start making air reservations and other arrangements to prepare for our project in Armagh, No. Ireland. Please print out and follow these instructions carefully. More will follow in the coming weeks.

Balances Due (April 23)

Students getting credits through University of Baltimore may receive separate bills from the university and ieiMedia. The university may require some additional paperwork. Address your questions to Kimberley Lynne.

Air Reservations

Our travel affiliate AESU () has arranged special low student/faculty fares on major airlines; our agent there Karoline Bowman () is familiar with our travel times and will cluster students and faculty on the same flights when possible. Call Karoline at 800-638-7640, ext. 113, to book your flight. Use Code 160 when booking through AESU. Karoline can customize your trip to accommodate individual travel itineraries and other bookings. 

We all must leave the East Coast of the United States in the evening on Saturday, June 30 in order to land in Dublin, Ireland on Sunday, July 1 no later than noon. Our charter bus will leave for Armagh promptly at 2 p.m. (West coast students adjust accordingly.) And your return flight to the U.S. on Saturday, July 28 must be scheduled for noon or later (unless you are making separate arrangements for post-program travel.) 

Many students remain in Ireland and Europe for some traveling after the program is over, so your return date can be flexible.

You may use your frequent flyer miles to purchase air fare directly from your airline or you may buy tickets through another provider.  If you have any general travel questions, please contact me directly (tciofalo@illinois.edu). I will be writing you from time to time on travel-related matters.

Make two photocopies of your paper ticket or your e-ticket itinerary, one for the program and one for yourself, in the event your original is lost.

Travel Insurance
Students will be provided medical and medical evacuation insurance while abroad by ieiMedia. To get registered for this insurance you must call Andy Miller at Medex (410-388-7933) or email him (amiller@medexglobal.com) and tell him you are a member of the ieiMedia group. After registering for the insurance, he will email a pdf of the brochure describing the coverage.

IMPORTANT: However, it is up to you to purchase normal flight insurance at the time you purchase your ticket.

Passports and Visas

Make certain you have a current passport, one that will not expire before December 2012. Make THREE photocopies of the passport page with your personal data – one to be left at home with a parent or other person who might help you in an emergency, one to give to the program and one to be kept safely in a place separate from your current passport. Always keep your passport on your person, never in your luggage.

You do not need a visa to enter Ireland or No. Ireland. When questioned at the Passport Control window, indicate that you are there as a tourist on a study tour, not as a student. When asked where you will be staying while in Ireland, tell them your group will be in dormitories at a hostel in Armagh, No. Ireland for four weeks (plus any weeks/days that you plan to extend your trip.)

Meeting in Dublin Airport

The booking code for the airport in Dublin is DUB. It is less expensive to fly into Dublin than it is to fly into Belfast.  Our group will depart from the Dublin airport via bus at 2p on Sunday, July 1.  If you chose to fly into Belfast you will need to travel to Armagh on your own and plan on meeting us at the hostel by 5p. 

Meeting at the airport: You will arrive in Terminal 2. After you exit the baggage claim area past Irish customs you can exit to the terminal. A designated Meeting Point is located adjacent to the Spar shop in the Arrivals Hall in Terminal 2.
 
If you need to change dollars into British Pounds Sterling, you may do so at the airport while waiting for others to arrive. You will need a few Euros as well if you would like to purchase anything at the airport.  Never leave your luggage unattended.

Missed or Late Flights

If you are arriving late and will miss the bus to Armagh, Prof. Ciofalo’s American cell phone will be active: 001-917-604-9577. Contact numbers for the faculty will be provided later. Call to let us know how late you will be and call upon disembarking from your plane or you can have a parent or other person call from the states. If we cannot wait for you, travel to Armagh by bus is simple. 



Luggage and Other Deliveries

Limit yourself to one small carry-on and one medium-sized piece of luggage to check in. Anything of value should be in your carry-on, including cameras, laptops, important documents, etc. Have several changes of clothes in your carry-on in case your luggage is temporarily lost in transit. Tell airlines to deliver lost luggage to: 

Armagh City Hostel, 39 Abbey Street, Armagh, No. Ireland

This address can also be used for mail and other deliveries.

Equipment

If you have a digital camera, a videocam or laptop, you definitely should bring them in your carry-on luggage. Put your laptop in an outer pocket of your carry-on because security will ask you to remove it for examination before boarding your plane.

You need to have a flash or thumb drive (2 gigabyte or greater) to store your own photos, videos, and stories in order to move them from computer to computer. Note that iPods and similar devices can also be used for storage.

Electrical 

You will need adaptor plugs in No. Ireland in order to plug in your American appliances (hair dryers, chargers, etc.) into British outlets. From this chart, you will need one F and one M adaptor: . If your appliances are not marked for 200-220 volts, you will also need a power converter.

These items are readily available in a travel store or in Wal-Mart, etc.

Money

Don’t bring Travelers Checks because they are difficult to cash and the fee is too high. Credit cards (Master Card and Visa) are readily accepted. There are plenty of ATMs at which to procure cash. The best exchange rate is to use your bank cash card (if it is a Visa or MC).

IMPORTANT: Notify your credit card or cash card provider/bank of the dates you will be abroad so that your cards will be activated to work abroad.

You should arrive with about 200 British Pounds in your wallet, or buy them first thing at the Dublin Airport. Pounds and Euros can be purchased before you leave at AAA offices (if you are a member) or on line at the International Currency Express: .
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Wireless provides a mobile phone option for students participating in Iei Media’s Italian program. Go to the following link to order a phone:  www.piccellwireless.com/ieimedia and select Great Britain.
    * One-time activation fee of $25 or $12.50 for SIM card only
    * Includes a FREE phone to keep after the program is over
    * Includes local number & service in Great Britan.
    * PicCell to PicCell calls are 0.00euros per minute, pay 0.195euro flat fee only! 
    * Use Call Abroad Prefix 0230904409 to call USA and save. 0.175 euro per minute
    * Order your phone 14days before requested delivery date and pay only $9 shipping

Have your American cell phone company activate your phone anyway, only for use in emergencies, such as arriving late at the Dublin airport or flight delays on one of the air legs.

Medications / Vaccinations

If you are traveling with prescription medicines, please keep them in their original pharmacy bottles and do not check them through with your luggage. Keep them on your person or in your carry-on

You can investigate any health issues concerning your travel destinations by visiting: http://www.travelersvaccines.com/En/Index.cfm. 


Hotel Reservations

If you know that you will be traveling after the program or you want to make reservations for travel on the weekends, the best site for booking throughout Europe is . If you’re interested in hostels go to . AESU may also be able to help you.

Questions?

Please contact me!

Terri Ciofalo, Program Director
ieiMedia Armagh Project
tciofalo@illinois.edu
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