IEI Media Playwriting Residency, Armagh July 2012 Syllabus, 6/29/12, Subject to Change

IEI Media Playwriting Residency Armagh Syllabus
July 2012, Monday-Thursday and some Friday AM TBA
Professors:  Kimberley Lynne, Joan Weber, Terri Ciofalo

Course Description

In this cultural immersion intensive, students will travel to Northern Ireland and workshop a ten-minute short play which will be performed at the John Hewitt International Poetry and Creative Writing and Festival in Armagh at the end of the course.  Morning classes will focus on the craft of dramatic writing and performance.  Afternoon classes will focus on acting, improvisation and literary criticism. Some afternoons, students will explore the broad depth of Irish culture, ranging from museums to libraries to theater, drawing their work from the local stories.   All of the plays will be published in a compendium upon return. The University of Baltimore students will perform their plays as part of Spotlight UB’s fall season and at the Maryland Irish Festival.
Course objectives and learning outcomes: 
· write and perform original 10 minute play

· daily journal – freewriting and blog
· understand dramatic writing

· appreciation of Irish history and culture/experience other culture and theatrical model

· literary analysis of Irish plays and non-dramatic literature
· explore the John Hewitt International Creative Writing festival (JHISS)
· develop as theatrical artists

Grading:  the residency is a UB independent study CMAT486 and only that registrant will be graded but all playwriting students must complete the following to receive IEI certificate:
· weekly assignments, performance and class participation

· journal/blog:  students freewrite in journal and blog http://armaghproject2012.wordpress.com
· midterm project:  draft of the play
· final project:  ten minute play performance
Deliverables:

· Reading –  Sean O’Casey’s The Shadow of a Gunman, Brian Friel’s Faith Healer, and Alan Ayckbourn’s The Crafty Art of Playmaking. Please bring copies with you. Students will also read Martin Lynch’s Dockers and John Millington Synge’s The Playboy of the Western World but we’ll find copies there.
· Assignments:  outline, draft, final play, some literary criticism
· Journal – morning pages/freewrites
· Blog experiences and assignments
· Formative assessments- 5-8 page literary analysis research paper at the end third week
Final play parameters:  10 minutes in length, no more than five characters, no props or costumes, maybe two representational objects, and no fights. Keep in mind that the theme of the JHISS this year is: state of hope. Please read the attached John Hewitt poem from which that theme is drawn.
Required texts and supplies:

· Texts – Gunman , Faith Healer and The Crafty Art of Playmaking
· Journal – any notebook
· Flash drive and laptop
· Black performance clothes

· Some cultural events are optional due to cost but the libraries and the JHISS are free or very inexpensive.

Course schedule

· Possibly group breakfasts and/or morning town walks

· 10-11:30AM workshop

· 12:30-2PM lecture discussion

· 2-5pm group work, community exploration, writing time, blog posting time
· 5-7pm dinner – communal dinners TBA
· 7-9pm lecture/discussion or group work or activity with poetry student
· SUBJECT TO CHANGE:  cultural events are still evolving and will onsite. Daily schedules will be posted on the blog that students are expected to check.
· Students are encouraged to take a JHISS workshop in poetry, prose, memoir, screen writing or creative reading. They are free of charge and taught by international professionals.
	Date
	Agenda
	Work due

	7/1/12
	Travel and welcome dinner
	

	Monday, 7/2, 10AM
	Welcome and orientation – blog and syllabus discussion
	

	7/2, 11AM
	Playwriting class – freewrite, difference in forms
	Read Shadow of a Gunman and Ayckbourn p3-13

	7/2, 3-6PM
	Walking tour of Armagh
	Post on the blog

	7/2, PM
	Visual scavenger hunt and provisions
	

	Tuesday, 7/3 10AM
	Brainstorm premises and FW on character

Explore neighborhood in morning  & provisions
	Journal brainstorm premises, blog and read Ayckbourn p13-33

	7/3, 12:30-2PM
	Literary analysis of Shadow of a Gunman
Aristotle Poetics discussion
	Read Faith Healer

	7/3, 2-5pm
	Explore the Mall and Armagh County Museum
	

	7/3 PM
	Read aloud part of Shadow of a Gunman – introduction to acting

Explore neighborhood at night TBA
	

	Wednesday, 7/4, 9:30
	Scavenger Hunt Images due
	

	7/4, 10 AM
	Cluster and workshop premises. FW character. Develop outlines.
	Read Ayckbourn p33-48. Outline draft and blog

	7/4 12:30-2
	Read and discuss Samuel Beckett’s Happy Days
Visit the Trian Visitor Complex
	

	7/4, 2-5PM
	Visit Irish and Local Studies Library, Helen Grimes
	Sketch in journal. Read Ayckbourne p48-69 dialogue.

	7/4 PM
	Independence Day BBQ at hostel. Watch Tinderbox DVD Everything Between Us, David Ireland
	

	Thursday, 7/5 AM
	FW dialogue and develop outlines
	Outline due Monday

	7/5, 12:30
	Visit Tinderbox Theatre in Belfast via Ulster Bus. Exercises and film at Tinderbox
	

	Friday, 7/6
	Visit Armagh Public or Armagh City Library morning
	Blog

	7/6-8
	Giant’s Causeway trip optional
	

	Monday, 7/9 10AM
	Workshop outlines
	Read Ayckbourn p69-96 & blog

	7/9, 12:30-2
	Rules of improvisation – improv outlines and Faith Healer
	

	7/9 PM
	Communal dinner & history of Troubles discussion
	

	Tuesday, 7/10 10AM
	Workshop outlines
	Blog

	7/10, 12:30
	Literary analysis of Faith Healer – read part
	

	7/10 PM
	Teachers visit Karin Taylor of Dance United in Belfast – night off TBA
	

	Wednesday, 7/11, 10AM
	Continue workshopping outlines and the character-driven dramatic monologue 
	Blog and write a monologue

	7/11, 12:30
	Dramaturgy of local folklore and Irish history
	

	7/11 PM
	Read Martin Lynch’s Dockers
	All drafts due Monday 7/16

	Thursday, 7/12
	Union parade

Communal dinner in the PM
	

	Friday, 7/13
	Tour of Lyric Theatre Belfast 11-2 and meet resident playwright Martin Lynch after
	

	7/14-5
	Navan Fort, Newry Arts Centre or Dan Winter House
	

	Monday, 7/16 day
	Round robin reading of drafts. Assign directors and casting conferences, all day.
	

	7/16PM
	Vocal class TBA
	

	7/17-19
	Rehearsal process – Joan, Kimberley and Terri each direct, workshop and block. Combination of poet and playwright classes.

Interior to rehearsals:  vocal and acting lessons

Group classes in theatrical protocol after lunch
	Acting scripts due 7/17 AM.

5-8 page literary criticism paper. Daily blog.



	7/17-19 PM
	Read Synge’s Playboy of the Western World
	

	7/20, Friday
	See Synge’s Playboy of the Western World at the Smock Theatre in Dublin
	Work weekend TBA. Final scripts due Monday 7/23

	7/23, Monday
	Rehearsal runs AM. When not in rehearsal, students attend Festival.
	

	7/23, 2:15-3:45
	Kimberley teaches a playwriting workshop at the Festival
	

	7/23, 8PM
	Freida Hughes reads in JHISS
	

	Tuesday, 7/24 AM
	Tech shows
	Blog

	7/24, 2:15-3:45pm
	Festival workshops
	

	7/24, 8PM
	The Third Policeman performed at JHISS
	

	Wednesday, 7/25
	Tech shows all day
	Blog literary criticism of The Third Policeman

	7/25, 8pm
	Words to Music Interview at JHISS
	

	Thursday 7/26, AM
	Rehearsal TBA
	Journal check of freewrites and sketches.

	7/26, 2:15-3:45
	Festival workshops
	

	7/26, 7pm
	Residency plays performed at JHISS
	`

	Friday, 7/27 AM
	Group class in playwright marketing
	

	7/27, 2:15p
	JHISS Creative writing workshop readings
	Post blogs.

	7/27 pm
	Closing dinner and Olympic opening ceremonies
	

	7/28-30
	Travel
	

	9/23-24
	UB performance at Spotlight
	

	11/10-11
	Maryland Irish Festival
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